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The man who proved
Trotsky wrong

BY WALTER KENDALT

fìN 25th September' 1939, Leon Trotsky, tounder of the Red
" -lt-"-.ith Lenin chiel architec{ of the Russian Revolu'
tion-nob an enforced politicsl exile, living in a heavily
euflrded mamion on fhe outskirts of Mexico City, under con'
iteot ttreat of assrssinetion by Stelinist agente, found himself
thrust forcibly into the last great politicel trottle ol hir cueer. In
tùe frst round Trotsky ernerged lhe victor. The second never
onened: actinq on insftrctions from the Rursian Communirt
fiutv. navno"-a Mercuder, g Stalinic agent' now domiciled in
Pralie, stnrck Itotrky dead wilh en ice axe blow to tbe head
belore it could begin.

Tbe death of IJon Ttotsky in hos-
pital during th€ month of August
1940. not onlv robbed the Marxist
movem€nt of its grqtest living thcore-
tician, it also made possible the cry-
stallisatioo of Tro&kyism ioto pre-
cisely that tyIF of ssified sect which
its progenitor most decried.

Trotsky in a brilliant ualysis of the
fate of Russia's Revolution had
warned in t.ís ReeolutioL Betrcled,
published in 1937, $at, tmppcd bY in'
lermtional isolation and primitivc
Rusrian backwatdress, prolefarian dc-
mocracy had sueumbed to rule bY a
priúlegpd bureau€racy groulrcd aroud
thc State machine.

'eThe bgsis of boreaucretic
rule is fhe poverty of societY
in objecb of consunption -when fhere are litde goodrr the
purcharerr are comPelleil to
ctùd in line. When tùe liner
are very long, it is neceesarY to
eppoint r policeman to keeP
order. Such ir the sterting
point of tfie Power of the
Sb"iet buruauc"ecy. It'knowc'
who is to get comething and
who is to vait" bp. cit.l'
Hitler's bloodless victory over

German Communism, the bl@dy de-

struction of China's revolutio! by
Rwsian Commuism's chm allY,
Chiang Kai Sbek, some Yeare earÙer'

now @mbincd wirh fr6h develoP'
m€nts to @nvincc Trotsky that tlc
Communist Intemational as a revolu-
tionary force wu dead. Thc r@d to
world- rcvolutton *ould lic onlY
tùrough the fomation of a ncw 4th
Interoational thortly to be bom.

Campaign of Slander

Bv 1939 sectioos of the Trotskyist
movement. though small and as yct in-
effective. existed in all the major
countries of the world. Trotsky'8 om
infiuence *as so feared by the Russian
rulers that his name, activities and re-
putation werc subjated to a campqign
of vicious, slanderoug dcfamation on
a world-wide scalc, uequalled io prÈ

Bruno B;lz;afr

(The second of two uticles on
Brurn Rizzi. The fust aPPeued
ín last week's'Srcialist Leùe/.)

vious humm historY and relegating
those of the Inquisition against its
enemies to the realms of the amateut.

The outbreak of the EurotFan Wd
on 4th September,1939, brought into
pbysical rèalisation the prolúecies of
în;mminent n€w world hol@aust
which Trotsky and his followe$ had
been making for a whole decade. At
the same moment the justifi@tion of
Trotskv's theoreti@l progtrostication
threatened to split tbe largest wtion
of his new bom International, that of
the U.S.A., into two waning ild
seemingly irrecmcilable halva.

According to Trotsky's aDalysis,

despit€ the temlDrary usupation of
lnftiel govemment by a new bureau-
èmcy, the fundamental conquest of
the Russiatr RevolutioD-the national-
ised produaive resour@s-remained
intact. Russia, aftrmed Trotsky, was a
'workers' State'. a 'degenerate wotk-
eN' State' but still a'workeÉ' State'.
In consequencc whilst dcf.nditrg work-
e. and party againrt lhe bureaùcracy,
the world working clds movement
must also uncondítîondly d.lead the
Soviet Llníon as a whol€ agaiost all
hostile capitalist intenention from
outside.

In 1939 th€ Communist-Nazi Pact
divided mutually invadcd Poland im-
partially bets@n both .ggtessors.
That same year thc Sovict Union in'
vaded Finland. "Unconditional de-
fetr@ of the Soviet UtioD," declù€d
one section of thc Tlotskyist move-
ment. "An imp€rialist action uDwortùy
of defene by socialists," declared the
other. An oped struggle, endiog in
civil *ar and split, now commenced.

Iileological Vic{ory

Trotsky, rcalising that to accept thc
pragmatic conclusioa that Russia
could not be defended becaurc hcr iso-
lat€d actions scemed una@eptlble
would rapidly sp and underminc his

ideologiel defence of Russia as a
'degenerate workers' Statc', raPidly
opened an offensive against the critiq'
In an ovenhelming flood of brillimt
literary elegan@,t Trotsky, in tba
words of an opponent "drawhg on
his exceptional intellectual rcsources,
which the minority could Dot match,
using his unrivalled gift of irony,
blaDketed his opponcnts undcr a
mounting drumfre of PolemiC'. In
ADril. tt40, the miDority (about balf
thè Amcrican Trotskyist organiuuon)
withdîcw to establish a sepante lnrty.

Trotskys úctory w suFrficislly
comolee. fames Bumbam, chief
theoietician of the oioority, rapidly
moved to tbe Right, walked out of
the new organisation, ffote thc
Ilanupeild R.volution and, as Trot-
skv had substaotiallY Predictcd.
emersed as a pillu of qpitalist
respeitability without a îrae of gcial-
ist cdsciou!trcss to be foud about
his person. The minority as a new
party never be€mc an cffectivc foE.

ln fact, Trotsky's apparcot ideolo'
cical victory. followed I it w8 with-
in 

^lmost 
à matter of w€k8 bY hil

assassination, souded thc deth tncll
for Trotskyim as a viable, Politial
creed. The critics, l-ike otters beforc
and indeed efter them. had pointed to
Dractical incoNistenci6 to sóìch tbc
Trotskyist programme led. Trotsky's
sophisticated rationalisatioD!, bad pre-
served tbe progBmme intÀst. TbcY
would prove unable to Ptevetrt Pre-
cisely similar splits and Éptures at
everv crucial coDsequence stage in the
Trotskyist movement's bistory.

Flash ol Geniug

Io Paris during I 939 a hitbcfo ú'
known ltaliaD Left Communist, Brulo
Rizi, published uDdcr thc trame
'Bruno R'a 350-page volume entitlcd
Ia Bure@ratísatìon du Monde. A copy
reached Trotsky in Meri@ the samc
year in the midst of the polemi@l
Itruggle *hich was settling the wholc
future of the Trotskyist moverclt.
Rizi in a brcatitaking fiash of geniu
had opened up an entitcly new 1rcr-
syrective for tte prol€tarian movement.
Trotsky felt the ne@ssity to Dakc
mention of Rizzi in the debate.

Rizzi declared that world cxpcri'
ence showed that the world was going
forward neither to socialism nor to
cataclysmic catastrophe but instcad,
by means of bureaucratic encroach_
ment of which Soviet Russia, Nazi
Germany and Roosevclt's New Deal
were equally exampl$, lo a ncw
world resolved of capilalist contra-
dictions, yet in which not the prole-
tariat but a new bureaucratic middlc
class grouped around means of pro-
duction. distribùtion md exchatrgc and
propaganda would cmerge a8 the ncw
ruling class. Soviet Russia, d@lar.d

Rizi, was lot aD unfortunatc abberra-
tjoD but an archetylE of possible fu-
turc derclolEeDL

Ttotsky passiooately rcfuted Rizi's
tùcsis, rcafiming his view of thc
temporarlr natue of the Stalioist
bureauqacy. "lf tbis wù provokcs'
as we firoly befeve, a Proletariu rc-
yolutioB. it must incútably lead to fùe
overthrow of bweucracy itr the

U.S.S.R. and tà€ regmratioú of
Soviet democracy on a fal higber
eonooic and cultural basiE than iD

1918. Itr that es tbc question as to
whcther the Stalhist bureaùqacy was

a 'class' . . sill be automatielly
solvcd."

Anrwer of EicÚorY

"If. however, it is coleded that the

ú@nt wù will Provoke Dot a revolu-
iion but a dccline of thc prolctadrt'
tùen there remains anotùer altema-
tivc: thc futher de@Y of mooopoly
eoitaliem, its futhcr fucion with thc
S;tatc, and the rePlacemmt of deoo-
dacv wherever it still remained, by a

tobíitarian regimc. The inability of
th€ goletariat to take itrto its hmds
thc ladclsbip of s@iety @uld actu-
allv lead uodcr these conditioos to the
efóflh of n new cxploiting clas from
tbe BoDapartist fa*ist bureaucracy.
This woutd bc. according to all tbe i!-
di€tion!. a regimc of daline, sigml-
ising tbe end of civilisation."

"Either the Stalin rcgime is u ab'
horent telatFe i! the proccss of trans-
fomitrg bourgeois seiety iuto a

scialist society, or the Stalinist regime

iE the fst stage of a oew exPloiting
societv. If . , the ssond then,
of coúrsc, the bureaucracy witl bccome
a nw exploiting class. However oner-
ous the sècond trrslrctive may bc, if
the world proletariat should actually
provc incapable of fulfilling thc mis-
sion plaed upon it by the coùrsc of
develoment, dotbing els would re-

maio eicept only to recogni* that the
socialist progfamme. bared on the in-
ternal contradictioN of @pitalist
society, ended as a Utopia. It is self-
evident that a new 'mioimum' PrG
gramme would b€ Equired for the de-

iene of the intercsts of tùe slaves of
the totalitarian bureaucratic s@iety."

Of course. continucd TrotskY. uD-
daunted by the Phantom which hir
imasinatiotr, prompied bY Rizi. had
@niured up ftom the Pit-"But ùe
thcre such uncotrtrovertiblc or even
impressive objective data as wold
compel us today lo renounce the pro-
sp@tive of the socialist revolution?
That is the whole questionl "

In Septembq, 1 2, almost 23 Ycas
to thc day from the houî when T!ot-
sky wrclc îles words, history hs it'
setf delivercd an aoswer. Trotsky's
prognosis, atrd with it Trotskyism, lis
in ruins.

The timc has comc to cEDine thc
long forgotieD, buried and ignorcd
ideas of Bruno Rizi.

.S@ In Dclence ol Marxísfr.
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